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In a lovely rural area in Sydney,
Australia, Louise Cordina and her
partner Glenn North have found

the expression of their shared vision and
ideals in the evolution of Saba Arabians.
“When we started the program we set
out to achieve something special,” says
Louise, who describes the Saba “look”
as classic and authentic. “We strive for
the whole package: wonderful type,
conformation, movement, pedigree, and
temperament all in one horse. We refuse
to take the simple path of picking the
points of the horse that appeal most;
rather we breed for all the true attributes
of the Arabian. Of course it’s a more
difficult road, but we’re achieving this in
the foals and it’s being noticed by breeders
around the world.”

Saba is now home to approximately
30 purebred Arabians, including two
stallions, Thaqib Al Nasser (Ansata
Halim Shah x Imperial Madanah) 
and Orashan (Messaoud x Ora), 
15 broodmares, most of whom will foal
this year, and numerous youngsters
being retained for the stud. 

“We like to make our own path and
never sacrifice what we believe are the
correct choices for our horses because of
fashion, ‘the done thing,’ or someone
else’s opinion,” Louise continues. “We’re
also very realistic; Glenn was lucky
enough to meet and work with some of
the original greats at farms such as
Bentwood, Gleannloch, and Ansata, so
naturally that set high standards. His
horseman’s point of view has given our
program a solid foundation.”

Louise traces the stirrings in her
heart for horses to her earliest
memories. “As a child my two most
treasured possessions were a small horse
carved from wood and mother of pearl,
and a book about the different horse
breeds of the world. I was quite
inseparable from both and as I spent
several years of my childhood abroad,
they regularly traveled around the world
with me. Many hours on airplanes were
spent religiously studying this book and
the one thing I remember the most
about it was that despite the two
hundred different breeds described, one
picture always remained etched in my
mind. It was a sketch of an Arabian
head and was totally unique among all
the other pictures.

“In each country we visited I
managed to track down horses of some
description to ride or admire, even in
the most obscure places. But it was not
until some years later back in Australia
as a teenager, that a friend mentioned to
me that there was a lovely chestnut
gelding on the property where she kept
her horse that was not being ridden. Upon
asking what breed he was, she replied
‘Arabian.’ I said, ‘When can I come!’

“As fate would have it this little
Arabian gelding changed the path of my
life and having previously owned
Thoroughbred and Warmblood breeds —
finally, this was the horse that I’d been
looking for. He was super intelligent
with so much heart. We competed
together in endurance and he continually
inspired me with his stamina and
unstoppable spirit. The more time I
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— A Conversation with

Louise Cordina and

Glenn North

Opposite page: Glenn North and Louise
Cordina with the stallion Thaqib Al Nasser 
(Ansata Halim Shah x Imperial Madanah),
also pictured below.
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spent with him the more respect I
gained and realized that this was not just
a ‘breed’ but an amazing creature whose
endurance, beauty, and heart had
ensured their survival throughout the
ages. I felt a responsibility to help
preserve them and to ensure that they
continued to exist is their most classical
form for generations to come. This for
me was the defining decision that led me
to be not just an ‘owner’ but a
‘caretaker.’ And as a breeder today I still
consider it an honor.

“In retrospect, it was a blessing

that my introduction to the Arabian
horse came through his functionality.
Before anything else, I appreciated his
strength and how the attributes that
make him beautiful are also the
attributes that make him functional. As
a breeder, it’s important to remember
why we’re looking for certain features in
the horse, not just breed for them
because the ‘standard of excellence’ says
so. After all, breed standards, registries,
and written pedigrees are all Western
inventions. 
We must remember that these horses

evolved simply as the purebred horse of
the desert. Fine skin, large nostrils, and
refined bone are all things that we may
consider ‘pretty,’ but they’re also things
that helped the horses survive for
thousands of years in harsh conditions.
As breeders of Arabians we have the
privilege of preserving one of
evolution’s greatest treasures, and we
must do so with the utmost respect for
their heritage.” 

Glenn explains his attraction to the
Arabian this way: “I was and still am
drawn to beautiful things. I am a
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The 50-acre Saba facility is
located about 45 minutes

from the airport in Sydney. “It’s
an ideal location for us, being close to
amenities and easily accessible for
visitors,” says Louise. “The facilities
include a young horse barn; separate
foaling, weaning, and hospital boxes
monitored by camera; a stallion
showroom with two oversize ‘suites’
for our head sires which adjoins our
home; quarantine facilities; working
arenas, a show arena with seating for
70 people, a fully equipped breeding
lab with semen collection and
freezing facilities. Everything on the
farm is designed for safety and
practicality, and Glenn’s experience in
these areas has created a functional,
beautiful atmosphere.

“The remainder of the farm is
comprised of various size pastures
ranging from smaller areas for the
youngsters to large pastures for the
broodmares.

“Our latest project is a new foaling
facility that will be connected to our
home with viewing windows and an
adjoining library and guest suite.

“We have two full-time staff and
several part-time staff who work with
Glenn to complete our team. There
are 18 stalls on the property, another
two soon to be constructed, and
additional run-in sheds in the day
pastures.”



perfectionist and having said that, my
desire and my fate focused on what
could only be described as a blessed life.

“Ever since I was a small child I
was involved with horses,” he continues.
“My uncle had two hundred horses and
ponies of every breed as well as camels.
By twelve years old I was driving four
black ponies in a Wells Fargo
stagecoach. The very first horse I rode
with my uncle at two years old, was an
Arabian-related stallion named Smokey.
From that day onwards I have been
transfixed with the image I still have in
my mind of a proud, dapple-grey
stallion with a small face, large black
eyes, and lofty tail, caressing that road
with each stride. Powerful but gentle,
elegant but strong.” 

Our conversation with Louise and
Glenn covered the totality of their
efforts at Saba Arabians, from the
practical to the philosophical. Here’s
what Louise had to say about their life
with Arabians.

What roles do each of you
play in Saba Arabians? What
percentage of your waking
hours are spent with the
horses? Any other pastimes,
hobbies, or occupations?

Glenn spends all his time at the
farm with our horses.  I’m sure they
must have the best care on the planet!
Anyone who really knows horses and

has worked with Glenn, will tell you
that he is one of the most talented
trainers in the Arabian horse world.
Combine that with over thirty years of
experience and he is a force to be
reckoned with when it comes to
managing a farm and breeding great
horses. He has a sixth sense with them
and knows what they’re thinking before
they do. He never ceases to amaze me
with the minuscule details that he picks
up on that no normal human would
ever notice!

Although I would love to spend my
days at the farm, my working hours are
spent running a branch of my family’s
large company. I’m the fourth
generation in a business that was
founded in 1948 and I carry the same
beliefs that have brought me success in
the business world through to our
endeavors in the horse-breeding world;
good ethics, honesty with yourself and
others, and believing in what you do.

Despite the fewer hours that I have
to spend with the horses, I try to never
miss one of the mares foaling. I dearly
love all of our mares and apart from
those who decide to foal in the middle
of the day when I’m not around, I will
always be at their side.

Please trace for us the
evolution of Saba Arabians,
from first purchase to the
building of a broodmare band.
How important is the label

“straight Egyptian” to the Saba
program? How would you
describe the “Saba look”? 

The earliest acquisitions for the
Saba program were Egyptian related.
Today we have two Egyptian-related
families as part of our program and one
of these stems from those original
acquisitions. La Moniette (Prince Fa
Moniet x Selilah), was purchased as a
foal at her dam’s side and went on to
become an extremely successful show
horse and later a valuable broodmare.
As we expanded we concentrated on
straight Egyptians. We appreciate good
Arabians of all bloodlines; however, for
us, the Egyptian horses have had the
least amount of influence from other
programs. We are striving to perpetuate
horses in their most classical form and
consequently want to be as close to the
desert in our lineage as possible.

We wanted horses that were
accurate representatives of the Arabians
from centuries ago, but in their very
finest form. We went about collecting
straight Egyptian mares that represented
the classic dry type of the desert, seeing
each as an ingredient in the end result.
Today, about 90 percent of our
breeding program is straight Egyptian
and we intend to continue with this
balance in the future. We have a great
deal of respect for our related horses
also, and love the fact that these lines
are a more attainable option for people



who want the look of an Egyptian
horse but not the expense of a straight
Egyptian.

In an age of “fancy” photography
it’s really lovely to have visitors coming
to the farm saying “They’re so much
better in real life!” or “They look just
like paintings.” Thaqib Al Nasser has
actually become a favorite subject for
artists and we regularly get requests for
permission to paint him. Tara Brown, a
talented Australian artist, names him as
her favorite muse and visits him and his
foals regularly. She actually became
embroiled in a friendly argument with a
gentleman while exhibiting a painting
of Thaqib at the Egyptian Event. He
claimed that no horse could possibly
look like that in real life. Tara informed
him that when she returned to Australia
she would forward some photos and he
could decide for himself. She did and
he promptly became a Thaqib fan. 

Please identify and describe
your three to five best brood-
mares; the same question for
the three to five best young
show or breeding stock.

We were lucky enough to gather a
really unique group of foundation
mares that represent many of the
breed’s most prolific families, while still
maintaining a diverse range of
bloodlines and outcrosses within the
group. The blood of Imperial Madheen
plays a large role in our program and
two of his daughters are in our
broodmare band. One, MB Madirah, is
an exquisite black mare out of Indirah
(Habib x Isis) who traces to the
gorgeous Bint Farida daughter Ghazala.
Ghazala was hailed as one of the most
beautiful mares to have left Egypt, but
sadly failed to produce any foals during
her years in the United States. Her

Egyptian-born daughter Inas, however,
was exported to Hungary and today is
one of only two daughters that provide
a source of this blood. Madirah
epitomizes what made Madheen so
sought after: she’s exotic with beautiful
eyes, with a kind, gentle but regal
nature, and is a wonderful producer.
Her superb daughter by Thaqib Al
Nasser, Maarena Al Saba, is a wonderful
example of the refined, exotic type
resulting from the combination of these
families. Nefu Al Saba, a grandson of
Madirah by Thaqib, is another fine
example of the cross. 

The mare Simeon Siboni, by
Asfour out of an Imperial Madheen
granddaughter, represents a formula
that Glenn predicted would be ideal
when he selected the Madheen son
Imperial Madaar for Simeon Stud in
1989. Bred to Thaqib she has given us
two truly world class individuals: a filly,
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Saba Arabians’ mare MB Madirah (Imperial Madheen 
x Indirah) left, and her daughter Maarena Al Saba 
by Thaqib Al Nasser.



Suhalia Al Saba, and her full brother,
Khalifah Al Saba. Suhalia caused quite a
stir from all corners of the globe. She’s a
filly who really does have it all; type in
abundance, spectacular movement,
refinement, beautiful structure, and just
quality personified. And the world is yet
to meet her little brother! 

Another filly that attracted a lot of
attention is the porcelain-like Marcella
Al Saba. A daughter of La Moniette and
Thaqib, she does indeed look like a
living painting! She too has an exquisite
brother with a very bright future:
Shaheen Al Saba, who is heading to
New Zealand for new owners, the
Desert Horse Stud.

Savaanah Al Saba is another filly
going places. After waiting several years
for the opportunity to own a straight
Egyptian by Thaqib, Westfield Park
Arabians of Australia snapped up their
own piece of “Arabian art” with this
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The filly Suhalia Al Saba (Thaqib Al Nasser x Simeon Siboni),
top left, and her full brother Khalifah Al Saba, top right.

The filly Marcella Al Saba (Thaqib Al
Nasser x La Moniette), right.



filly. Her dam JD Sh-Reba (Sheik El
Shahir x MFA Maarqesa) has an exotic
look all of her own and brings to the
program a unique pedigree combining
Ansata Ibn Halima, Morafic, The
Egyptian Prince, and Maar Ree. 

BA Halamet by El Halimaar is a
special mare and a daughter of another
of the breed’s most beautiful matriarchs,
Bint Bint Hamamaa. This family is a
perfect example of the refinement that
we look for in our program. Halamet is
a dry, desert-type mare with wonderful
structure, tail carriage, movement, and
incomparable temperament. We have
two daughters from her, one by ET
Crown Prince and the other by Thaqib
Al Nasser.

A mare we believe is destined to
become an important part of our
program is a more recent acquisition,
Imperial Orissah. She is, in our
opinion, one of Orashan’s most
beautiful daughters and a truly world-
class mare. Again out of an Imperial

Madheen daughter,
Orissah represents
everything that we
look for in an
outstanding
broodmare. She is
very much the whole
package and this is
something that
Orashan has the
ability to instill in his
progeny; a
wonderfully sound
foundation. We’re extremely excited
about the prospect of breeding her to
Thaqib and seeing the first results of
the Orashan/Thaqib combination.

Your two stallions, Thaqib Al
Nasser and Orashan, each
came to Australia with
impressive credentials, and
after worldwide searches. Tell
us of the powers of persuasion
employed to get them … and

why you wanted them so
badly. What qualities does
each stallion bring to the
table? Tell us a little about
each of their personalities,
and what they contribute to
life on the farm. 

Seeing Thaqib Al Nasser in Qatar
for the first time was one of those
moments that I think all breeders long
for; to be truly moved by a horse and
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Top left, the colt Shaheen Al Saba (Thaqib Al Nasser x La
Moniette), owned by Desert Horse Stud of New Zealand; top
right, Savaanah Al Saba (Thaqib Al Nasser x JD Sh-Reba), owned
by Westfield Park Arabians of Australia; and right, Saba Arabians’
mare Imperial Orissah (Orashan x Imperial Misteena).
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The stallion Orashan (Messaoud x Ora), pictured at home at Saba Arabians at age 25.



Thaqib Al Nasser

Suhalia Al Saba



just know in your heart that it’s meant
to be. Glenn had spent time in Qatar
training horses for Sheikh Nawaf bin
Nasser Al-Thani’s Al Nasser Farm a year
or two earlier, so he was well aware of
the quality of the horses there.

But upon meeting Thaqib we knew
he was unique. He possessed a degree of
refinement and elegance greater than
any other horse we’d seen. He was the
perfect combination of blood: a son of
Ansata Halim Shah out of one of the
most beautiful Imperial Madheen
daughters, who traced in tail female line
to Deenaa. He was in the flesh
everything that was wonderful about his
pedigree and it was obvious to us that
this was a powerhouse breeding horse.
But Thaqib wasn’t for sale, and it was
equally obvious that getting him was
not going to be easy, and perhaps, out
of the question.

Initially, my reaction was total
depression! We couldn’t consider any
other colts or stallions because we just
knew he was the one. I quietly decided
that no matter what, Thaqib would
come to Australia.

Almost one year later, after much
persistence, patience, and red tape,
Thaqib stepped off a plane in Sydney. He
had traveled through several European
cities and spent two months in England
on his way here. Thaqib has such a
beautiful nature and positive outlook on
life, everybody who has met him fell in
love. I began receiving e-mails from
grooms, shipping agents, and stallion
handlers all saying that he was the most
delightful horse they had ever dealt with. 

Thaqib sees life as an adventure.
He’s extremely intelligent and loves
making friends with people and horses
alike. Thaqib can see me drive in from
his stable. As soon as he hears my car he
promptly goes to his door, ears pricked

and with his very best “bring my carrots
please” face. If I take too long he’ll
nicker and nod his head just to remind
me that he’s waiting. 

Both Orashan and Thaqib love to
have the foals around them when
they’re out in the pasture. One of our
filly foals from this season was without
a playmate as her mother had
undergone emergency surgery just prior
to foaling. As the filly got older, Mom
preferred to stay in her big roomy stall
for much of the day while the filly
played outside in an adjoining pasture.
As we didn’t have another suitably aged
foal for her to play with, we put either
Thaqib or Orashan in the next-door
pasture. Both boys would spend the
whole day babysitting. Thaqib, nose to
nose with her playing in the water
trough and Orashan, with his head
dropped low over the gate while the
filly chewed on his forelock! She
eventually spent more time with her
dad, Thaqib or “uncle” Orashan than
she did with her mom.

Orashan’s wonderful nature was one
of the first things that struck us when we
saw him in Virginia in 2006. Of course
we were both well aware of Orashan the
show horse and breeding stallion, but to
see him at home completely natural and
at 22 years of age, was again just one of
those lightbulb moments. It was early
morning and quite misty. Across a field
we noticed a golf cart coming toward us
and a vision of white with big black eyes,
calmly trotting alongside. As they came
closer we realized it was Orashan. He
looked astounding, his body absolutely
faultless and just standing perfectly
relaxed, enjoying his morning outing.

We had already decided that he’d
play a part in our program. We had our
eye on his beautiful daughter Imperial
Orissah and were trying to acquire her

11 ▪ SABA ▪ WORLD



at that time. We’d also talked about
sending another mare we had in the
U.S., to be bred to him. For us
Orashan was the perfect addition for
our program. He shared the Messaoud
type with his paternal half brother
Imperial Madheen, who already
featured prominently in our bloodlines,
but Orashan introduced a different tail
female line and had so much to offer
structurally. His daughters also had
proven themselves to be fantastic
producers. It hadn’t occurred to us to
consider purchasing him due to his age,
but when we saw him that morning, the
thought started to creep into our minds.

There was much to consider
though: could the trip be done in a way
that would cause him the least amount
of disruption, and did we have enough
mares available to breed to him to do
him justice? We discussed it with Rob
Simpson, his manager, and Rob felt that
if any horse would cope well with a trip
like this it would be Orashan. But most
of our mares were already in foal to
Thaqib and we couldn’t justify bringing
a horse of Orashan’s caliber over unless
we had the mares to breed to him.

Instead, we purchased another
mare in the U.S. specifically for
Orashan and continued to pursue his

lovely daughter. But as the months
passed by and the time of our foaling
season grew near, we couldn’t get the
beautiful white stallion out of our
minds. We ordered a plaque with his
name on it, called Rob, and asked him
to make it happen!

He did, and Orashan arrived safe and
sound in Australia in August 2007. Thaqib
and Orashan live side by side in our
stallion showroom. They both epitomize
the true temperament of an Arabian
stallion and are living proof that you
should never compromise on character. 

Now that you have had a
chance to assess a couple of
Thaqib’s foal crops, how would
you assess his strength as a sire?

Thaqib is one of those rare
stallions that sires equally good colts as
he does fillies. Already he’s given us a
son who we feel is a worthy heir to his
father. Not only that, but this colt’s not
a one-off. We’ve had a group of colts
that are all of exceptional quality.

We, and many astute breeders
around the world, predicted that he had
the ability to make a mark on the
breed, and Thaqib is definitely proving
that he is indeed the horse for the job.

Thaqib’s foals have a rare chiseling
to the face and scooped-out tear bones.
This refinement carries through to
every detail from tipped ears that look
like petals to dry clean bone and
beautiful fine throatlatches. He passes
on his wonderful length of neck and
overall balance. The Thaqib offspring
all love to dance! They possess his
natural charisma and love of life and
most of all his beautiful nature. Walk
into a paddock full of Thaqib get and
you will be inundated by beautiful,
inquisitive faces that will follow you
anywhere, no halter required!

Do you breed your stallions 
to outside mares? If so, for
what fees?

We don’t ordinarily stand our
horses at stud, but we have allowed a
few international breeders to have
access to Orashan by special
arrangement.

Describe today’s market for
Arabian horses in general, and
Egyptian Arabians in specific
in Australia today? 

We consider ourselves very much
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Sedona Al Saba (Thaqib Al Nasser x
JD Sh-Reba), left; and the 

Egyptian-related stallion 
El Seid Al Saba (Thaqib Al Nasser x

Simeon Astarte).



part of the international community.
We’re in constant contact with other
breeders around the world and have
Thaqib progeny booked to travel to a
staggering dozen-plus countries. We
never allow profitability to influence
our breeding decisions. Of course like
any farm there are bills to pay and
sometimes you have to part with horses
that you might have preferred to keep.

Actually there are many who think
we’re quite crazy for knocking back
some of the offers we’ve had on various
horses, but ultimately we see what we’re
doing as a long-term proposition, and if
you take every offer you receive on great
horses then you’re bound to not end up
with very many great ones left!

Over the past two seasons we’ve
retained almost all the Thaqib progeny
for our own program. The only progeny
released to other breeders to date are
those with full siblings that we’ve
already retained. Thankfully this
coming season we’re expecting a greater
number of foals, many of which we
should be able to make available.

What’s the most fun you’ve
ever had that involved an
Arabian horse?

I think one of our funniest
moments was shortly after Thaqib
arrived in Australia. We had a steady
stream of inquisitive visitors wanting to
come and meet him in person. On this
particular day we probably had 20 to 30
people visiting. Thaqib was about to
make his grand entrance in his beautiful
traditional halter that we often
presented him in. He’s very smart — as
soon as he has his show halter on he
knows that everyone’s come to admire
him. The visitors crowded about at the
top of the pathway where Thaqib was
coming from. Thaqib spotted the crowd
and happily came bouncing up the path
with Glenn in tow. Halfway up the
path Thaqib bounced right out of the
halter and Glenn was left holding a lead
with no horse! Thaqib looked about as

shocked as Glenn and stopped
momentarily wondering what to do. He
promptly carried on bouncing up the
pathway toward his crowd who
apparently got more of a fright than
Thaqib, as they scattered in every
direction. Some appeared to be running
for their lives because there was a wild
stallion on the loose. Glenn walked up
casually, put a lead rope around his
neck, and proceeded to let everyone
come over and meet him. It really was
quite hilarious and although completely
unplanned, a perfect introduction to
everything that Thaqib is about.

Now, a look back: In your
experience with Arabians, what
are the outstanding events —
emotionally, financially,
professionally? Explain, in your

soulful words, what the
Arabian horse means to you.

The most beautiful memory I
have in my life is the desert at sunset.
A warm breeze blowing just enough to
make the palms sway and the sand
dance across the ground. A beautiful
white Arabian, prancing with the wind
in her mane and the last rays of sun
reflecting in her eyes. She snorts, turns
and stares into the horizon and for a
moment everything else is
insignificant. 

This is what the Arabian horse has
given me. My most treasured memories,
a million moments of joy, my dearest
friends and my partner in life. No
amount of words could express nor
gratitude repay the gifts they have given
me. I will forever be in their debt.
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Louise and Glenn with the mare La Moniette
(*Prince Fa Moniet x Selilah).
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Thaqib Al Nasser x La Moniette

487 Trevors Road
Carew RD5

Ashburton 7775
New Zealand

DESERT HORSE STUD
Demelza and Nick Hoogeveen

www.deserthorsestud.com
Phone: +64-3-303-6575
Fax: +64-3-303-6578
email: demelza@ihug.co.nz

Al SabaShaheen
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Thaqib Al Nasser x JD Sh-Reba

Swan Valley
Perth

Western Australia

WESTFIELD PARK ARABIAN HORSES
Rick and Tanya York

www.freewebs.com/westfieldpark
Phone: +61-8-9296-1282
Mobile: +61-416-141-668
email: tyork@bigpond.net.au

Al SabaSavaanah



BEAUTY — THE WAY NATURE INTENDED

22 Crosslands Road
Galston NSW 2159

Australia

Louise Cordina and Glenn North

www.saba-arabians.com
Phone: +612-9653-3582
Fax: +612-9653-2976
email: louise@cordina.com.au
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